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Shock collar ban a pain in the neck for farmers

Wales barred the device in
2010 and sheep attacks are
rising, yet Westminster is
insisting on following suit

By Hayley Dixon
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

WITH his sheep spread across 27,000
acres of the Snowdonia mountains,
Gareth Wyn Jones knows that he would
have to be “superman” to protect his
flock and his livelihood.

Instead, the BBC star, who has earned
a reputation as the nation’s favourite
farmer, must rely on the thousands of
walkers who share the land to take
responsibility for their own actions -
and those of their dogs.

But in the face of a rising number of
attacks, Mr Wyn Jones and more than
100 other Welsh farmers have joined
forces to warn of the impact of a ban on
shock collars used to train dogs.

“This is a major problem, we are see-
ing so many dog attacks now,” Mr Wyn
Jones told The Sunday Telegraph. “If
you can save a sheep or a dog — because
every time a dog attacks sheep, the
sheep gets put down - then you have to
try everything you can, and they need
strict training. ”

The farmers have sent a letter to Les-
ley Griffiths, the Welsh rural affairs
minister, urging a review of the ban “for
the sake of all the sheep and dogs which
are dying on our hills”.

Only Wales bans e-collars, which
give dogs a small electric shock, but the
Government in Westminster has prom-
ised to follow suit by introducing new
legislation this year.

The pledge in the Government’s
“Action Plan for Animal Welfare” comes
despite data from across the border,
where the ban has been in place since
2010, which show an increase in attacks.

Police data show that the number of
dogs shot by landowners has been at
least three times higher in North Wales
compared with other rural forces, while
NFU insurance data show that Welsh
farmers suffer from four times more
dog attacks than their Scottish counter-
parts.

“The English farmers need to look at
the statistics in Wales,” said Mr Wyn
Jones whose farm in Carneddau moun-
tains in North Wales has featured in a
number of BBC series.
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training for stopping predatory attacks
by dogs. This should include the role of
e-collars as a training aid”. They point

dogs”. A similar reasoning is being used
to introduce the ban in Westminster.
Meanwhile, farmers have been

e-collar training in England or Scotland,
itis believed.
A husky, Mr Wyn Jones points out,

“We want people in the great out-
doors, we want them taking their dogs
for exercise, but those dogs need to be
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to the people on the ground. Sometimes
you have to be cruel to be kind, you
have to make these difficult decisions.”




