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Shock collar ban a pain in the neck for farmers

By Hayley Dixon 
Special correSpondent

WITH his sheep spread across 27,000 
acres of the Snowdonia mountains, 
Gareth Wyn Jones knows that he would 
have to be “superman” to protect his 
flock and his livelihood.

Instead, the BBC star, who has earned 
a reputation as the nation’s favourite 
farmer, must rely on the thousands of 
walkers who share the land to take 
responsibility for their own actions – 
and those of their dogs.

But in the face of a rising number of 
attacks, Mr Wyn Jones and more than 
100 other Welsh farmers have joined 
forces to warn of the impact of a ban on 
shock collars used to train dogs.

“This is a major problem, we are see-
ing so many dog attacks now,” Mr Wyn 
Jones told The Sunday Telegraph. “If 
you can save a sheep or a dog – because 
every time a dog attacks sheep, the 
sheep gets put down – then you have to 
try everything you can, and they need 
strict training. ”

The farmers have sent a letter to Les-
ley Griffiths, the Welsh rural affairs 
minister, urging a review of the ban “for 
the sake of all the sheep and dogs which 
are dying on our hills”.

Only Wales bans e-collars, which 
give dogs a small electric shock, but the 
Government in Westminster has prom-
ised to follow suit by introducing new 
legislation this year.

The pledge in the Government’s 
“Action Plan for Animal Welfare” comes 
despite data from across the border, 
where the ban has been in place since 
2010, which show an increase in attacks.

Police data show that the number of 
dogs shot by landowners has been at 
least three times higher in North Wales 
compared with other rural forces, while 
NFU insurance data show that Welsh 
farmers suffer from four times more 
dog attacks than their Scottish counter-
parts.

“The English farmers need to look at 
the statistics in Wales,” said Mr Wyn 
Jones whose farm in Carneddau moun-
tains in North Wales has featured in a 
number of BBC series.

“The Government is banning things 
because they believe that it is cruel, but 
what is more cruel? For a sheep to be 
ripped to pieces or for a dog to have a 
little electric shock which is less than 
they get from a fence?

“These collars are a deterrent. You 
don’t have to be clever to understand 
that proper training can save lives – 
sheep’s lives, dogs’ lives, or even peo-
ple’s lives as owners get into serious 
problems and we have seen people 
trampled when they have a dog that is 
chasing livestock.”

More than 100 Welsh farmers have 
signed the letter to Ms Griffiths, which 
was sent on Friday. Mr Wyn Jones 
points out that 100 is just a small frac-
tion of those who are seeing what is 
happening on the ground.

It urges the minister “to review the 
science on what is the most effective 
training for stopping predatory attacks 
by dogs. This should include the role of 
e-collars as a training aid”. They point 

Wales barred the device in 
2010 and sheep attacks are 
rising, yet Westminster is 
insisting on following suit

Duke planned to sell £19m Poussin painting to save his family seat
By Craig Simpson

PLANS by the Duke of Rutland to sell a 
£19 million painting in order to main-
tain his castle have been thwarted by 
the Government.

David Manners, 11th Duke of Rutland, 
resides at Belvoir Castle, set in a 1,600-
acre Leicestershire estate and boasting 
a formidable collection of Old Masters.

The Duke and his trustees’ “settle-
ment” – which holds artworks in trust – 
decided to sell a £19 million work by 
French artist Nicolas Poussin in order to 

help maintain the castle and grounds, 
but the sale to a buyer outside Britain 
has been blocked by arts ministers.

The Department of Digital, Culture, 
Media and Sport has found that the 1645 
religious painting, titled Confirmation, 
has had “profound impact on British 
art” and should be kept in the UK for the 
benefit of the public.

Lord Parkinson of Whitley Bay, the 
arts minister, has imposed an export bar 
and made a plea for a UK buyer to step 
forward and pay the £19 million to “save 
it for the nation.” The move comes after 

the Duke’s trustees previously sold off 
two similar Poussin paintings for 
£19 million, with one shipped to an art 
gallery in Texas.

The DCMS decision blocks the plans 
of the Rutland Settlement, which said: 
“After careful consideration, the trustees 
have made the difficult decision to sell a 
work from the Rutland Sacraments. The 
sale of Confirmation will enable the 
trustees to continue to invest in the con-
servation of the castle and surrounding 
estate.”

Confirmation is one of a series of  

seven Sacraments – valued at an esti-
mated £100 million – painted by Pous-
sin, who initiated the era of French 
Classicism in painting, and has hung in 
various UK locations for the past 250 
years, after initially being bought by 
Prime Minister Robert Walpole. 

It was obtained, along with the other 
six Sacraments, in 1784 by Charles, the 
4th Duke of Rutland, who installed the 
pieces at Belvoir Castle, where they 
have been inherited by generations of 
the Manners family.

The collection has not remained 

intact, however, with Penance lost in a 
fire at the castle in 1816, and Baptism 
going to the National Gallery in Wash-
ington in 1946.

In 2011 Poussin’s Ordination was sold 
to the Kimbell art gallery in Texas for 
£19 million, with the proceeds going 
towards the “restoration and long-term 
preservation” of Belvoir Castle and 
estate, which is managed with the help 
of Emma Manners, Duchess of Rutland, 
who is now separated from the Duke 
but lives on the estate.

In 2013 another, Extreme Unction, 

was given in lieu of inheritance tax to 
the Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge.

Ministers chose to block the sale of 
Confirmation, which has hung in the 
Dulwich Picture Gallery, after a special-
ist committee alerted them to its worth.

Committee member Christopher 
Baker said: “Such a moving painting 
would represent a powerful addition to 
the artist’s works in UK collections.

“Every effort should be made to sup-
port this endeavour.” Lawyers repre-
senting the Duke of Rutland have been 
contacted for comment.

Future of Elgin Marbles off 
the table in talks with Greece
By Craig Simpson

THE Elgin Marbles will not be up for 
discussion during government talks 
with Greece, officials have confirmed, 
despite Unesco insisting on negotia-
tions over the statues.

UK ministers agreed to meet their 
Greek counterparts after Unesco 
demanded the parties find a “mutually 
acceptable solution” to the issue of the 
2,500-year-old sculptures – the subject 
of repeated calls for repatriation – and 
Greece’s culture ministry said it was 
“eager to participate” in new talks.

But Westminster has said that the 
Elgin Marbles will not be a talking topic, 
despite these meetings being arranged 
to resolve the long-running row.

The Department for Digital Culture 
Media and Sport (DCMS) said: “The 
Government has not agreed to formal 
talks about the Parthenon Sculptures.”

Unesco had called on the UK to 
“reconsider its stand” on the marbles, 
which has been characterised by a  
persistent refusal to repatriate the 
objects, and then “proceed to a bona 
fide dialogue with Greece”.

In May it was announced that Lord 
Parkinson of Whitley Bay, the arts min-
ister, and Greek culture minister Lina 
Mendoni had agreed to meet in relation 
to this call for dialogue, offering hope to 
supporters of repatriation. The Govern-

ment has since stated that “while we are 
always happy to discuss matters of cul-
tural co-operation with our Greek col-
leagues”, the Elgin Marbles will not be 
the subject of formal talks.

It is understood the bilateral talks 
will still be going ahead, although some 
have questioned the point in proceed-
ing with the main issue off the table.

Cambridge classicist Prof Paul Car-
tledge, vice-chairman of the British 
Committee for the Reunification of the 
Parthenon Marbles, has called the 
development a “farce” which “signifies 
the Government’s contempt for inter-
national cultural diplomacy”.

The DCMS has argued that the future 
of the marbles must be decided by the 
trustees of the British Museum, where 
the sculptures have been held since 
early in the 19th century.

But it has been the position of the 
museum – and all national museums in 
the UK – that artefacts in collections 
held for the public cannot be removed 
owing to 1960s heritage legislation, 
meaning that any proposed repatriation 
would require a change in the law. It is 
understood that within the DCMS there 
are no plans to push for a law change.

The UK claims Lord Elgin acted 
legally when he took the sculptures 
from the Acropolis in Athens. Greece  
claims that the statues, crafted in the 
5th century BC, were stolen.

Heavy is the horse that wears 
the Royal Windsor crown
By Phoebe Southworth

VETS were “extremely disappointed” 
after overweight horses won prizes at 
the Royal Windsor Horse Show.

The British Equine Veterinary Asso-
ciation (BEVA) said entrants at last 
month’s contest, who won rosettes 
despite being too heavy, sent out the 
message that obesity in horses is accept-
able and even desirable.

It also said more must be done to 
ensure judges know how to determine 
if a horse is overweight, and how this 
should impact their score.

A BEVA spokesman told Horse & 
Hound: “BEVA was extremely disap-
pointed to see overweight horses taking 
part in Royal Windsor Horse Show and 
being highly placed.

“A huge amount of effort has been 
put into educating the equestrian world 
on the risk to health posed by obesity, 
and there has been great progress made 
at a number of shows and classes. 

“However, despite this, some horses 
continue to be willingly and intention-
ally kept in obese condition and rosettes 
continue to be awarded for it.”

Complications linked to obesity in 
horses can be debilitating, such as the 
condition laminitis. This leads to inflam-
mation and swelling in the hooves, 
causing extreme pain, and can be fatal.

The Blue Cross said many owners 

were inclined to overfeed horses, which 
can be “very detrimental” to their 
health.  

The charity said: “Excess weight adds 
an increased strain on the horse’s vital 
organs as well as its limbs.”

A recent report in the Journal of 
Equine Veterinary Science found that 
overweight horses were less likely to be 
penalised by show judges than those 
that are leaner.

The findings ignited debate over the 
dangers of tacitly encouraging owners 
of show horses to overfeed their pets in 
order to avoid missing out on a rosette.

Roly Owers, the chief executive of 
World Horse Welfare, told The Sunday 
Telegraph: “Given the levels of equine 
obesity in the UK, many people think 
overweight horses are the norm. 

“This scourge is driven across the 
equine world through owners pamper-
ing their horses or experiencing peer 
pressure to keep an overweight animal.

“This has huge health implications 
for horses, including equine diabetes 
(EMS) and laminitis.

“Underweight horses are far more 
likely to be recognised than those being 
overweight and whilst body shape var-
ies between different breeds and the 
type of work they are undertaking, it is 
vital to undertake a hands-on assess-
ment to accurately assess a horse’s body 
condition.”

Panting peloton Riders tackle “The Hill” in Burford, Oxon, 
on the final stage of this year’s Women’s Tour. Elisa Longo 
Borghini won the general classification by just one second.
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Gareth Wyn Jones 
and his sheep dog 
Max on a mountain 
above the BBC 
presenter’s farm in 
the Carneddau 
mountain range of 
north Wales
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out that up until now, Wales is “the only 
part to be suffering from such appalling 
levels of attacks”.

A number are calling for the re-intro-
duction of the collars under strict con-
trols, for example, only to be used by 
trainers with a licence.

But ministers have repeatedly 
refused calls for a review, saying that 
the collars “cause pain and distress to 
dogs”. A similar reasoning is being used 
to introduce the ban in Westminster.

Meanwhile, farmers have been 

known to lose hundreds of sheep – 
worth thousands of pounds – in just two 
attacks. The losses could have the 
potential to bankrupt them.

Many walkers believe that their pet 
would never attack a sheep, but they are 
keeping hunting or working dogs 
which have an instinct to kill. Some 
Welsh owners who have lost control of 
their pets have taken their dogs for 
e-collar training in England or Scotland, 
it is believed.

A husky, Mr Wyn Jones points out, 

could kill about 15 sheep in one go. But 
there is nothing that individual farmers 
can do to protect their flock.

“The mountain we put our sheep on 
is 27,000 acres,” he said. “If I was to 
police that I would have to be super-
man, and I still wouldn’t catch every-
one. We would have to live, breathe and 
sleep in the fields with the livestock in 
order to protect them.

“We want people in the great out-
doors, we want them taking their dogs 
for exercise, but those dogs need to be 

under control. They need to be on a 
leash and people need to understand 
that when they are loose and chasing 
livestock they are going to kill and cause 
a major problem.

“That’s where the e-collars could 
come in and save lives for the farmers 
and the dog owners.

“The Government has to go back and 
look at the evidence, they have to listen 
to the people on the ground. Sometimes 
you have to be cruel to be kind, you 
have to make these difficult decisions.”

‘What is more 
cruel? For a 
sheep to be 
ripped to 
pieces or for a 
dog to have a 
little electric 
shock’


